
Not original thoughts on test coverage analysis and 
how many tests is too many

Am i testing enough?





Test coverage is a useful tool for finding untested 
parts of a codebase. Test coverage is of little use as a 

numeric statement of how good your tests are.
Martin Fowler



Are we testing 
enough?

● The bugs that find their way to a 
production are very rare

● Developers confident to change a 
code without worrying that it would 
cause a production bug



Are we testing too much?



There are 
probably to many 

tests if

● Some tests can be removed and still 
there still would be enough

● Tests are significantly slowing 
development down

● Tests covering things that can not 
break (presumably)



consider thinking about 
what can break



Should we consider 
removing some tests if they 
take too long to run?
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If a part of your test suite is weak in a way that 
coverage can detect, it's likely also weak in a way 

coverage can't detect.
Brian Marick

http://www.exampler.com/testing-com/writings/coverage.pdf


Thank you!

Sources and Further reading:
https://martinfowler.com/bliki/TestCoverage.html
http://www.exampler.com/testing-com/writings/coverage.pdf
https://martinfowler.com/articles/is-tdd-dead/
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