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“Perfection is achieved, not 

when there is nothing more to 

add, but when there is nothing 

left to take away.”

- Antoine de Saint-Exupéry



Passes All Tests

makes sure that the application works

pushes the design towards simple things

fast feedback



Reveals Intention

“Programs are meant to be read by 

humans and only incidentally for 

computers to execute.”

- Donald Knuth



No Duplication
“Everything should be said once and only 

once.”       

- Kent Beck

this is more about duplication of knowledge, 
not code duplication



Fewest Element

remove everything that doesn’t serve 
the first three rules 

don’t add elements to an architecture 
to increase its flexibility for future 

requirements.



Passes All Tests - how to

Outside-In TDD



Reveals Intention  - how to
review after done writing

choose good names

keep everything small

challenge yourself



No Duplication - how to
rule of three

Don’t Repeat Yourself (DRY) principle

one change in the requirement should only 
affect one place in the code



Fewest Element - how to

don’t comment out code

delete unnecessary code

don’t over-extract



Conclusion





Questions

E-Mail: kay.hartmann@css.ch

LinkedIn: @kay-hartmann
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