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Introduction

• A characterization test is also called a ‘Golden Master Test’, because it 

protects the behavior of you code.

• Michael C. Feathers introduced it.

• It’s often used for legacy code or code with bad or no coverage.

• It’s relatively easy to implement it.



Attention

• Refactoring can break interfaces!

• Be careful refactoring bad legacy code, because your client can handle 

it.

Yes!

I did it.



Doing

• Identify a peace of code for testing.

• Write an assertion test that fails.

• Let the failure tell you what the behaviour is.

• Change the test so that it expects the behaviour that the code produces.

• Repeat.



Approval Test

• An approval test lets you test complex objects.

• The test creates you a received file which you can approve with an 

output file.

• Easy use under Java.

• Well documented in https://approvaltests.com/



Example



Facing Problems?

• Often Code is not easy to understand.

• You will face a lot of dependency problems.

• Use Legacy code smells.

• Make yourself master the ‘Dependency-Breaking Techniques’

• What’s that?

• => take part at the ‘Alcor Academy’ code renovation course!
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